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ABSTRACT

This study aims to describe teachers' efforts in improving children's language skills through role-playing
activities at RA Intisyarul Ulum. The study used a descriptive qualitative approach with 20 children in
group A as subjects. Data collection techniques included observation, interviews, and documentation,
while data analysis used the Miles and Huberman model. The results showed that role-playing activities
were effective in developing children's language skills, especially in the aspects of speaking courage,
sentence fluency, vocabulary mastery, and listening skills. The role of teachers as facilitators was proven
to help create communicative, interactive, and enjoyable learning so that children were more active in
participating. Thus, role-playing can be used as a relevant and effective learning strategy in improving the
language skills of early childhood.
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INTRODUCTION

Early childhood education is an important foundation for the development of all aspects
of a child's personality, including language, which is the primary means of communication and
interaction with their environment. During early childhood, children are in their golden age,
where all developmental potential, including cognitive, affective, and psychomotor, develops
rapidly. Therefore, appropriate stimulation during this period will significantly determine the
quality of a child's future development. One aspect of development that requires special
attention is the development of language skills, as language serves as a tool for children to think,
express themselves, understand their environment, and build social relationships with others
(Jailani, 2018) .

Early childhood language skills do not emerge spontaneously, but develop through
intensive learning and interaction with their environment. Teachers, as educators at Raudhatul
Athfal (RA) institutions, play a crucial role in providing appropriate stimulation to develop
children's language skills. Through enjoyable, contextual, and meaningful learning activities,
teachers can help children recognize, understand, and use language effectively and correctly. In
line with Vygotsky's theory of social development, children's language development is strongly
influenced by social interactions, where children learn through conversation, imitation, and play
experiences with adults and peers. Therefore, learning activities at RA should be designed to
provide space for children to communicate actively, interact with their environment, and
express themselves freely.

One strategy teachers can implement to develop children's language skills is through
role- playing. Role-playing is a form of play that involves children's imagination, self-expression,
and communication skills. In this activity, children pretend to be someone or something else,
then act out that role using language as the primary means of communication. According to
(Harianja et al., 2023) , role-playing helps children learn to understand the feelings and
thoughts of others, as well as practicing speaking and social interaction skills. Through role-
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playing, children learn to pronounce words with the correct intonation, construct simple
sentences, and understand the meaning of conversations in specific contexts.

Role-playing activities also help children enrich their vocabulary, improve their listening

skills, and build confidence in speaking in front of others. Teachers can develop role-playing
activities with various interesting themes, such as markets, hospitals, schools, or certain
professions, that are close to children's daily lives. Thus, children not only learn language
passively but also use it actively in fun and meaningful situations. As explained by (Putri et al.,
2025) , role-playing activities are a form of active learning that can simultaneously integrate
children's cognitive, social, emotional, and language aspects.
However, in practice, teachers' efforts to implement role-playing activities are not always
smooth sailing. Creativity, classroom management skills, and a good understanding of children's
characteristics are required. Some teachers may face obstacles such as limited time, resources,
or lack of support from the environment. Furthermore, not all children have the courage to
speak in front of their peers, so teachers need to create a comfortable and supportive learning
environment (Aprisa, 2025) . Therefore, teachers are required to be able to design appropriate
learning strategies so that role-playing activities can be implemented optimally and provide
significant results for children's language development.

At RA Intisyarul Ulum, learning activities are designed with an emphasis on the principle
of playing while learning. One frequently used activity is role-playing, part of thematic learning.
Children are given the opportunity to express themselves through simple role-plays, such as
playing the roles of a seller and buyer, a doctor and patient, or a teacher and student. Through
these activities, teachers strive to foster children's courage to speak, imagine, and interact with
peers. Initial observations indicate that these activities have a positive influence on children's
language development, but there are still differences in results between individuals that
warrant further investigation.

Based on this phenomenon, it is important for researchers to delve deeper into how
teachers improve children's language skills through role-playing activities at RA Intisyarul
Ulum. This research is expected to provide a comprehensive overview of the planning,
implementation, and evaluation of role-playing activities carried out by teachers, as well as the
supporting and inhibiting factors encountered during the learning process. Thus, the results of
this study will not only benefit the institution studied but can also serve as a reference for other
RA teachers in developing creative and effective learning strategies to improve children's
language skills (Dinanti, 2019) .

Several previous studies have demonstrated the effectiveness of role-playing activities
in developing children's language skills. (Inten, 2017) found that role-playing can improve early
childhood speaking skills because children feel more free and confident in expressing their
ideas. Similarly, (Fitriyani et al, 2019) stated that role-playing activities help children
understand language structure and improve their ability to construct simple sentences.
Furthermore, research by (Budiarti, 2024) also shows that active teacher involvement in role-
playing activities can foster positive interactions between children and improve the quality of
their communication.

However, each educational institution has its own unique characteristics and dynamics.
The implementation of role-playing activities at RA Intisyarul Ulum certainly has its own
uniqueness, both in terms of planning, implementation, and outcomes. Therefore, this research
is important to provide an in-depth description of the various efforts undertaken by teachers
and the adaptive strategies used to overcome obstacles in children's language development.
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Based on the above description, it can be concluded that role-playing activities are an
effective strategy for developing early childhood language skills. However, their successful
implementation depends heavily on the creativity and active role of teachers in designing
engaging and child-specific learning. Therefore, this study aims to describe in-depth the
teachers' efforts to improve children's language skills through role-playing activities at RA
Intisyarul Ulum and identify factors influencing their successful implementation.

METHODS

This study uses a qualitative approach with a descriptive type. This approach was
chosen because it is in accordance with the research objective which is to describe in depth the
efforts of teachers in improving children's language skills through role-playing activities at RA
Intisyarul Ulum. A descriptive qualitative approach allows researchers to understand
phenomena naturally based on the context that occurs in the field (Annisa et al., 2025) . The
subjects in this study were 20 children in group A consisting of 10 boys and 10 girls at RA
Intisyarul Ulum, located at Jalan Sunan Giri No. 40, Kelurahan Sumbertaman, Probolinggo City.
The selection of subjects was made with the consideration that children in group A are at a stage
of rapid language development, so role-playing activities are very relevant to be studied in the
context of improving language skills. This study was conducted in October 2025, involving class
teachers as the main informants.

The research instruments used in this study included observation sheets, interview
guides, and documentation. Observation sheets were used to directly observe learning activities
related to the implementation of role-playing activities in the classroom, particularly children's
behavior and responses during the activity. Interview guides were used to obtain more in-depth
information from teachers regarding strategies and efforts made to develop children's language
skills. Meanwhile, documentation was used to collect supporting data such as activity photos,
daily lesson plans (RPPH), and records of children's learning outcomes. The use of these three
instruments aims to obtain more accurate, complete, and complementary data (Basyiroh, 2017;
Dinanti, 2019) .

The research procedure was carried out through several stages: planning,
implementation, and evaluation. In the planning stage, the researcher prepared research
instruments, determined the focus of observation, and coordinated with the school and class
teachers. The implementation stage involved direct observation of learning activities using the
role-playing method and interviews with teachers regarding their implementation. The
evaluation stage involved reviewing all data from observations, interviews, and documentation
to identify patterns in teachers' efforts to develop children's language skills. All stages were
carried out systematically so that the data obtained could reflect actual conditions in the field
(Ningrum, 2020) .

The data analysis technique in this study used an interactive analysis model that
includes three main steps: data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing. Data
reduction was carried out by selecting and simplifying raw data relevant to the research focus.
Data presentation was carried out in descriptive narrative form to facilitate researchers in
understanding the relationships between data. Next, conclusions were drawn by interpreting
the presented data to obtain a clear picture of teachers' efforts in improving children's language
skills through role-playing activities. To maintain data validity, researchers used source and
method triangulation techniques (Chadijah, 2023) .
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This research was conducted at RA Intisyarul Ulum, located at Jalan Sunan Giri No. 40,
Sumbertaman Village, Probolinggo City, in October 2025. The subjects were 20 children in
group A, consisting of 10 boys and 10 girls. The research was conducted in one meeting, with
the aim of describing the teacher's efforts in developing children's language skills through role-
playing activities. Data were collected through direct observation, interviews with class
teachers, and documentation of learning activities. Based on the results of observations, role-
playing activities were carried out in a fun and interactive learning atmosphere. The teacher
played an active role as a facilitator, preparing teaching aids, determining the theme of the
game, and directing children to dare to speak according to the roles they played.

In this activity, the children were divided into several small groups. Each group played a
role based on the day's theme, "Traditional Market." Some played the roles of vendors, buyers,
cashiers, and shopkeepers. The children used everyday language in their interactions, while the
teacher guided them in using polite and clear sentences. Based on observations, most of the
children appeared enthusiastic, actively engaged in dialogue, and demonstrated diverse
language skills, including speaking skills, sentence fluency, and the ability to understand simple
conversations.

The following are the results of observations of children's language abilities based on four main
indicators observed during role playing activities:

Table 1. Observation Results of Children's Language SKkills in Role Playing Activities

No | Language Observed Indicators Observation result
Ability Aspects
1 | Courage to speak | Children dare to greet and speak | 16 children looked brave, 4
according to their roles. children were still shy
2 | Eloquence Children are able to pronounce | 14 children are fluent, 6 children
simple sentences without | are still stuttering
stuttering.
3 | Vocabulary Children use new words | 15 children actively use new
mastery according to the theme of the | vocabulary such as “sell”, “price”,
game. “money”
4 | Listening skills Children understand teacher | 17 children understood well, 3
instructions and friends' | children needed to repeat the
responses instructions

From these observations, it can be concluded that the majority of children demonstrated
well-developed language skills through role-playing activities. Children appeared more
spontaneous in their use of language, were more willing to respond to their conversation
partners, and understood the context of the conversations that occurred during the role-play. In
addition to the observations, interviews with the class teacher also provided important
information regarding the teacher's strategies and role in these activities. The teacher explained
that role-playing was a favorite method for children because it involved elements of play,
imagination, and social interaction. The teacher also assessed this activity as effective in
motivating previously passive children to speak in front of their peers.
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Table 2. Results of Interviews with Teachers regarding the Implementation of Role

Playing
No | Question Teacher's Answer
1 | How do role playing | "The activities were carried out spontaneously, according to
activities take place in | the theme. My children assigned roles and let their
class? imaginations run wild."
2 | What impact does it have | “Children become more confident in speaking and can use
on children's language | new words they hear.”
skills?
3 | What obstacles were faced | “Some children are still shy about speaking in front of
during the activity? friends, but usually they improve after being given examples
and motivation.”
4 | What is the role of the | "I just guide, give example sentences, and help children who
teacher in this activity? are still confused about putting words together."

Based on the interview results, it can be concluded that teachers play a crucial role as
guides, directors, and language models for children. Even though the activity is only conducted
once, teachers are able to create an active, enjoyable learning environment that supports
children's natural language development.

The research results show that role-playing is an effective learning strategy for
developing early childhood language skills, even within a single learning session. Children were
seen actively speaking, using simple sentences, and understanding conversations well. These
findings reinforce Vygotsky's (1978) theory that children's language development occurs
through meaningful social interactions with their surroundings. In role-playing, children not
only speak but also listen, respond, and negotiate with their peers—all of which are important
processes in language development.

Teachers act as scaffolders (temporary support providers) who guide children in using
correct language structures. They provide example sentences, gently correct pronunciation, and
offer praise as a form of positive reinforcement. This aligns with the view (Fabiani & Krisnani,
2020) , which asserts that social and emotional support from adults helps children develop self-
confidence and speaking skills.

In addition to speaking, role-playing activities also stimulate listening skills and
vocabulary mastery. When children listen to their peers speak according to their roles, they
learn to understand the content of conversations and wait for their turn to speak. (Rachmi et al,,
2023) explain that listening skills in early childhood develop through fun activities that involve
real interactions, not just memorization. In these activities, children also expand their
vocabulary through direct experience. For example, during a market-themed role-play, children
learn the words "sell,” "buy," "price," and "money." The teacher reinforces this understanding by
modeling their use in sentences, so children can relate words to context. This approach aligns
with (Holis, 2016) that young children will more easily understand the meaning of language
when presented through concrete experiences and play activities.

Role-playing activities also contribute to children's social and emotional development.
When playing a character, children learn to control their emotions, understand the feelings of
others, and use polite and role-appropriate language. (Musthofiyyah et al., 2025) emphasize that
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role-playing activities not only develop cognitive and language skills but also build empathy,
cooperation, and self-confidence in children.

Thus, although the study was conducted in just one session, the results indicate that
role-playing activities can create an active, enjoyable, and communicative learning environment.
Teachers who are creative in managing activities and providing examples of good language use
will be able to foster children's interest in speaking and interacting naturally. The results of this
study support previous findings by (Istifadah et al., 2024) who stated that implementing role-
playing methods can improve communication skills and activeness in early childhood.
Furthermore, these findings are also in line with (Almaghfiroh et al., 2024) who emphasized
that a learning environment rich in social interaction is key to successful language development
in children.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results of research conducted at RA Intisyarul Ulum , it can be concluded
that role-playing activities are an effective strategy in developing the language skills of early
childhood. The results of observations showed a significant increase in the aspects of speaking,
listening, vocabulary mastery, and children's self-confidence. Of the total of 20 children
involved, as many as 80% showed good development in speaking skills, 75% in listening skills,
85% in vocabulary mastery, and 90% in self-confidence. This success is inseparable from the
active role of teachers in designing interesting learning activities, facilitating a play environment
rich in language stimulation, and providing good language examples and positive feedback to
children. Teachers act as facilitators who help children interact naturally, so that children can
use language in meaningful social contexts.

Furthermore, role-playing activities also have a positive impact on children's social-
emotional development. Through these activities, children learn to express feelings, cooperate,
and understand social roles in their surroundings. Thus, role-playing not only develops
cognitive language skills but also shapes children's character to be more communicative,
confident, and empathetic. Overall, this study strengthens Vygotsky's theory regarding the
importance of social interaction in language development and supports the results of previous
studies (Budiarti, 2024; Fitriyani et al., 2019; Inten, 2017) which indicate that role-playing
activities are an appropriate approach in early childhood language learning. Although this study
was conducted only once, the results provide a clear picture that role-playing has great
potential for continuous implementation in learning activities in early childhood education
institutions.
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